The Benefits of Wisdom

Ecclesiastes 7:11-29
Introduction:
The poor woodcutter had a horse. It ran away. It came back with 10 wild hoses.  Son broke both legs. War broke out – he didn’t have to go. Is it a blessing or a curse? No one knows but God. He is the only One who has the full Manuscript.
Wisdom can be a practical and powerful influence in our lives, if we let it, delivering us from all manner of worry and discontent.

Solomon says that we need to:
I. Thank God for the Perspective of Wisdom – 7:11-18

Wisdom may not solve all of our problems or smooth out all of the rough spots, but it will give us perspective.

 A. Wisdom to Deal with Prosperity – 7:11-12

1. It is good to have with your inheritance.

2. Wisdom is a defense in life.

3. Wisdom gives life.

B. Wisdom to Deal with Providence – 7:13-14

Dr. Walter Kaiser OT scholar translates these verses as follows:

“Look with wonder, admire, and silently wait for the result of God’s work! The contrasts of life are deliberately allowed by God so that men should ultimately develop a trust and dependence in God. For prosperity and goods are from God’s hand, be thankful and rejoice. But in adversity and the crookedness of life think.  Reflect on the goodness of God and the comprehensiveness of His plan for men.”
1. Consider the work of God – 7:13
Consider the work of God; For ﻿﻿who can make straight what He has made crooked.

You can’t undo what God has done.
2. Consider the ways of God – 7:14

﻿﻿In the day of prosperity be joyful, But in the day of adversity consider: Surely God has appointed the one ﻿﻿as well as the other, So that man can find out nothing that will come after him. 

God knows what He is doing.

3. Trust the Word of God.

Romans 8:28
Hebrews 13:5 · οὐ μή   [σε ἀνῶ]   οὐδʼ οὐ μή
He Himself has said, ﻿﻿“I will never leave you nor forsake you.” ﻿6﻿ So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?” 
Job could not read the last chapter of Job as we can. 

He responded: Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?” 

Warren Wiersbe wrote:

“God balances our lives by giving us enough blessings to keep us happy and enough burdens to keep us humble.
[If all we had were blessings in our hands, we would fall forward and if all we had were burdens on our back we would fall backward], 
So the Lord balances the blessings in our hands with the burdens on our backs. That keeps us steady, and as we yield to Him, we can even turn burdens into blessings

C. Wisdom to Deal with Puzzles of Life – 7:15-18

1.  To the Just man 

a. Don’t be overly righteous
There may be over-doing in well-doing. 
Self-denial and mortification of the flesh are good; but if we prejudice our health by them, and unfit ourselves for the service of God, we are righteous overmuch. 
To reprove those that offend is good, but to cast that pearl before swine, who will turn again and attack us, is to be righteous overmuch. 
b. Don’t be overly wise
"Make not yourself over-wise.
 Do not be opinionated, and conceited of thy own abilities. Do not set up for a dictator, nor pretend to give law to, and give judgment upon, all about you. 
Do not set up for a critic, to find fault with every thing that is said and done, nor busy yourself in other men’s matters, as if you knew every thing and could do any thing. 

2. The wicked man

a. Fear of the after-life 
Torments of hell -- Premature death

b. Fear of the present life

Loss of health or wealth

Public justice for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 

II. Thank God for the Power of Wisdom – 7:19-29

A. Wisdom to Deal with Problems We Encounter – 7:19-20
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 1:7)
When we fear the Lord, we fear no man



Not “10 rulers of the city”


The 3 men in the fire didn’t fear Nebuchadnezzar

They said, “We trust God. He can deliver us, but if He does not, we still will not bow down to your idol.
 B. Wisdom to Deal with People We Employ – 7:21-22

Also do not take to heart everything people say, lest you hear your servant cursing you. 


Don’t listen to what people say.

You might hear something you don’t want to hear.


V22 you have said some things yourself

(V20  ﻿﻿For there is not a just man on earth who does good and does not sin)

C. Wisdom to Deal with Perplexities We Experience – 7:23-25
All this I have ﻿﻿proved by wisdom. I said, “I will be wise”; But it was far from me. As for that which is far off and ﻿﻿exceedingly deep, who can find it out? I applied my heart to know, To search and seek out wisdom and the reason of things, To know the wickedness of folly, Even of foolishness and madness. 

There are many perplexing things. Solomon with all of his wisdom could not understand them.
How do you handle them?
What have we learned?

God’s plan is good



God’s Purpose is clear




God’s program is mysterious.

Learn what you can from wisdom, you’ll find that you have a small piece of the puzzle. Then leave the rest to God.
Many things about tomorrow, I don’t seem to understand. But I know who holds tomorrow, and I know He holds my hand

D. Wisdom to Deal with Pitfalls We Escape – 7:26-29

1. The danger of sin - 26

2. The dominance of sin – 27-28


3. The development of sin - 29
Conclusion

